=¢ Butterflies Class Newsletter

Learning Highlights from the Last Fortnight
Dear Parents and Carers,

We’ve had a wonderfully busy and exciting couple of weeks in the Butterflies, filled with stories, nature, and lots of
curiosity. The children have been deeply engaged in learning about spring, animals, and life cycles, and it's been a
joy to watch their excitement and thoughtful questions.

== Story Time and Group Learning
Each group has been enjoying a rich variety of stories and activities:

e Sensory Story Group have been discovering A Spring Picnic. They explored the story using their senses
and even got to taste jam — yum!

e Rabbits Group enjoyed Five Little Ducks last week, followed by Ten in the Bed this week, with lots of
joining in and counting along.

e Badgers Group listened to a non-fiction book about tadpoles alongside Jack and the Beanstalk last week,
and enjoyed a matching game pairing animal mums with their babies. This week they continued Jack and
the Beanstalk and also shared Nine Ducks Nine.

e Squirrels Group read a wide selection of stories. Last week these included Muncha Muncha, Harvey the
Gardener, The Ugly Duckling, and Joe and the Farm Goose. This week they explored Caterpillar Butterfly —
One Springy Day, Christopher’s Caterpillars, Busy Spring, and The Life Cycle of Bees.

The Squirrels have also been choosing between two books, voting for the one they would like to read by placing a
token in a pot. This is part of our learning about democracy, one of the Fundamental British Values. In simple
terms, this means children are learning that everyone has a voice, choices are fair, and the option with the most
votes is chosen. It's been lovely to see them taking turns and respecting the outcome together.

" Ducklings, Frogs, and Life Cycles

There has been so much excitement about the ducklings at nursery. The children experienced the magic of seeing
a duckling hatch and watching how they grow and change. We’ve been lucky to have them with us for ten days, and
the children have learned how to care for them, what they eat, and how to handle them gently. Every child had the
opportunity to hold a duckling, and we even helped teach them how to swim! The children eagerly watched their first
tentative splashes in water in a paddling pool in the Bumblebees bike area, soon noticing how confident they
became. The ducklings return to the farm on Friday, and we know we will all be very sad to see them go.

Our learning about nature and life cycles continued with the frogs. We’'ve watched them transform from frogspawn,
to tadpoles, and now some have become frogs. The children checked them every day, watching with fascination as



they grew legs and changed shape. Their questions have been amazing and really show their curiosity, care, and
interest in the world around them.

Outdoor Learning and Exploring Nature

Some children have spotted new growth in our mini allotment. The strawberry plants now have flowers, so we
rolled up our sleeves, got dirty, and did some weeding, clearing a bed ready for planting. The children suggested
lots of ideas, including salad, tomatoes, and cucumbers — fantastic thinking! We'll decide together what to plant

next, and the children will help care for it.

All this learning about life cycles has naturally led to lots of time outside spotting wildlife. The children have been
noticing squirrels and birds in the trees, hunting for insects, and even spotting leaves with holes and wondering if a
caterpillar might be responsible. One child noticed ants climbing up and down a tree and wondered why. After
showing their friends, they decided the ants might be looking for somewhere to live — so they built a bug house
together. What a lovely example of observation, teamwork, and care for living things.

/) Songs We’ve Been Singing

Incy Wincy Spider

Five Little Speckled Frogs
Five Little Ducks

Round and Round the Garden
Mary, Mary Quite Contrary
Two Little Dickie Birds

Tiny Caterpillar on a Leaf

# Reminders

e Please check Tapestry regularly for observations and respond with a comment or thumbs-up so we know
you’ve seen them. You can also add your own observations from home — we love seeing these!

e If you haven't yet told us which school your child will be attending in September, please let one of the team
know as soon as possible. This helps us create school lists (displayed on the classroom doors) so parents
can connect and perhaps arrange playdates. If you don'’t usually see the lists due to collection times, just
ask a member of staff.

Please remember water bottles and sun hats, and ensure they are named.

We assume suncream has been applied at home each morning; we will reapply at lunchtime.

Please don’t send your child to nursery in Crocs, as they’re not suitable for climbing, running, or riding
bikes.

Thank you, as always, for your support. We've loved sharing these special learning moments with your children.

Kind regards,
The Butterflies Team =%
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