
Reflecting on Our Year in 
Butterflies  

 

As we reach the end of another wonderful year in Butterflies, we have been taking time to reflect on all that the 
children have achieved. Looking back, it is incredible to see how much they have grown in confidence, 
independence, friendships and their love of learning. What began in September with children learning routines, 
building relationships with their key people and finding their place within our community has developed into a 
classroom full of curious, capable and resilient learners.  

Throughout the year, we have been inspired daily by the children's creativity and enthusiasm. Whether they were 
creating in the maker space, experimenting with materials in the messy zone, building elaborate worlds from blocks 
and loose parts, or developing imaginative storylines in role play, they approached learning with curiosity and 
determination. We have watched children turn simple ideas into ambitious projects, revisit experiences to deepen 
their understanding and proudly share their achievements with friends and adults. 

Outdoor learning has remained at the heart of life in Butterflies. The children have embraced every season with 
excitement, from exploring muddy puddles and smashing ice in winter to investigating plants, insects and the 
changing world around them. Through these experiences they have developed physical confidence, learned to 
assess and manage risk, and discovered the joy of learning through first-hand exploration.  

One of the most rewarding aspects of the year has been seeing the friendships that have flourished. Children who 
were once hesitant to join others have become confident members of groups, learning to negotiate, collaborate, 
show kindness and support one another. Every day we have seen examples of empathy, sharing, problem-solving 
and teamwork that demonstrate just how much the children have developed socially and emotionally. 

We are particularly proud of the growing independence shown across the class. From managing routines and caring 
for belongings to making choices about their learning and persisting when things felt challenging, the children have 
shown remarkable resilience. They have learned that it is okay to make mistakes, to try again and to ask for help 
when they need it. These are skills that will support them far beyond their time in Butterflies.  

Most importantly, Butterflies has been a place filled with laughter, imagination, wonder and a strong sense of 
belonging. Every child has contributed something unique to our community, and it has been a privilege to watch 
their personalities shine through. We are incredibly grateful to families for their partnership, encouragement and 
support throughout the year. Together, we have celebrated many milestones and achievements, both big and small. 

None of this growth happens by chance. I would like to thank the entire Butterflies team for the care, dedication and 
enthusiasm they bring each day. They have worked tirelessly to create a nurturing environment where children feel 
safe, valued and inspired to learn 

As we say goodbye to some of our Butterflies, we are also looking forward to continuing the journey with the 
children who will be returning next year. They have grown enormously over the past year and we are eager to watch 
them take on new challenges, deepen friendships and continue developing their independence, curiosity and love of 
learning. We feel sure they will help our new children feel welcome as they begin their own Butterflies adventure. 
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This year also brings some sad goodbyes as we say farewell to two much-loved members of the Butterflies team, 
Steph and Alea. They have helped countless children grow in confidence, develop new skills and create happy 
memories during their time at nursery. While we will miss them greatly, we are excited for them as they begin the 
next chapter in their careers and wish them every happiness and success in their new jobs. Thank you, Steph and 
Alea, for everything you have given to our children, families and team. ❤️ 

As the children move on to their next adventures, we hope they leave Butterflies knowing that they are valued, 
capable and ready to embrace new challenges. We are immensely proud of each and every one of them and will 
treasure the memories we have made together this year. 

Thank you for being part of such a special year in Butterflies. 🌟 
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