Butterflies Newsletter

Welcome to a New Year in Butterflies

A very warm welcome to all of our Butterflies families!

We have had a lovely start to the year and it has been wonderful getting to know all of the children. Some of our
Butterflies have moved up from Bumblebees over the summer, while others have joined us from home or different
settings. We are so proud of how well they have settled.

The children have spent their first few weeks exploring the environment, getting to know their new routines and
building relationships with the adults and children around them. It has been lovely to see their confidence growing

each day as they begin to make the space their own.

We know that children learn best when they feel secure and happy, which is why the first part of our curriculum is
always centred around our Safety and Belonging learning thread.

A sense of belonging

Before children can fully embrace all of the exciting learning opportunities available to them, they need to know that
they are safe, cared for and that they belong.

Over the coming weeks we will be focusing on helping children to develop strong relationships with their key people
and other familiar adults. We will be supporting them to learn our routines, make friends, talk about their feelings

and become confident members of our nursery community.

We want every child to know that Butterflies is a place where they are welcomed, accepted and valued for exactly
who they are. Through everyday experiences, children learn that there are trusted adults who can help them when

they need support, celebrate their achievements and comfort them when things feel difficult.

As children become more settled, we will continue helping them to develop confidence, independence and a sense
of belonging, both within our classroom and as part of the wider nursery community.

Family Photos

To help strengthen this sense of belonging, we would love you to share some family photographs with us. You can
bring photographs into the nursery, email them to me or upload them through Famly. We will print them out and add
them to our special family photo box for the children to enjoy.

The children love looking at photographs of the people who are important to them, and they are always interested in
learning about each other's families too. It is a wonderful way to help children feel connected to home whilst also
building a sense of our wider Butterflies family.



A Few Helpful Reminders

Please name everything!
Please make sure all clothing, shoes, coats, lunchboxes, water bottles and bags are clearly named.

Children are incredibly talented at taking things off and leaving them in unexpected places! Naming belongings
makes it much easier for us to reunite children with their things.

Wellies

Please bring in a pair of named wellies for your child to keep at nursery. We use our outdoor environment in all

weathers and the children love getting stuck into their play.

Spare Clothes
Please ensure your child has several changes of clothing at nursery, including socks and underwear.

Whether children have enjoyed some particularly enthusiastic water play, got muddy exploring outdoors or have had
a little accident, spare clothes help us get them comfortable and back to their play as quickly as possible.

Famly

If you have not already done so, please take some time to explore the Famly app.

Your child's key person has uploaded a settling-in observation from their first week in Butterflies so that you can see
a little of what they have been getting up to.

We are still getting used to the app ourselves, so please bear with us as we learn together! We can already see the

benefits of sharing more of your child's learning with you and keeping communication in one place.

Accident forms and prior injury forms are now also being recorded through Famly, so please keep an eye out for

notifications.

Finally...

We would like to thank you for your support as we begin this new school year together. We can already see what a
kind, curious and enthusiastic group of children we have in Butterflies, and that is a real credit to all of the
experiences, relationships and care they have had so far. We are delighted to welcome you into the Butterflies
family and look forward to working alongside you over the coming year to help every child have the very best start
to their learning journey. Best wishes,

Liz Marklew
Senior Early Years practitioner (Butterflies Room Leader)

email: e.marklew@lanterns.hants.sch.uk
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