=¢ Butterflies Newsletter

Week Ending: 6th March

| World book week | _|

It was wonderful to share the special books the children brought into the nursery this week. They
were so proud to show their favourites, and it created lovely opportunities for curiosity,
conversation, and connection as we explored their stories together.

. The Importance of Reading with Young Children

Sharing books with children is one of the simplest yet most powerful ways to support their early
development. Whether it's a cosy bedtime story, a picture book on the sofa, or chatting about the
pictures on a page, reading together builds the foundations for lifelong learning.

@ Building Language and Communication

Reading introduces children to new vocabulary, rhythms of language, and story structure. Even
the youngest children benefit from hearing a wide range of words and sounds. Over time, they

begin to imitate phrases, respond to familiar language, and express themselves more confidently.

Boosting Imagination and Curiosity

Books spark creativity and open up new worlds. Children learn to imagine characters, places,
and events, and explore emotions in a safe and playful way. Stories encourage big thoughts and
big conversations.

< Creating Bonding Moments

Reading together creates calm, connected moments. These shared experiences help children
feel safe, valued, and close to the important adults in their lives. It's a lovely way to slow down
and enjoy time together.

¢ A Helpful Resource

For simple, practical ideas to make reading part of everyday life, visit BBC Tiny Happy People:
<~ https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/z47fsk7




Exploring and Playing Outdoors Y2

The children have been truly enjoying every moment in our outdoor space this week! It's been
wonderful to see them so engaged, confident, and enthusiastic as they explore, create, and
challenge themselves across all areas of the garden.

2" Sand Pit Adventures

The sand pit has inspired lots of imaginative play, from digging and building to making their own
little worlds. The children worked together beautifully, developing their fine motor skills and
building friendships as they played side by side.

X Wheelbarrow Work
Our wheelbarrows have been on the move all week! The children loved transporting sand and
loose parts around the garden, practising balance, coordination, and teamwork as they moved

carefully along the paths.

[/ Climbing Confidence

The climbing equipment has encouraged the children to test their physical skills—climbing,
balancing, and finding new ways to move confidently. It's been lovely watching them challenge
themselves and celebrate their achievements.

4% Pedalling on the Bikes

The bikes have been a huge hit! Many children have been pedalling confidently, steering around
obstacles, and navigating the space with increasing control. They’ve shown great determination
and lots of excitement as they build their gross motor strength.

& b+ Guttering Ramps for Cars & Water

A highlight this week has been exploring ramps made from guttering. The children experimented
with sending cars down the slopes, discovering how speed and height can change the way
things move. They also used the guttering for water play, watching water flow and predicting
where it would travel—an amazing early science experience full of curiosity and excitement!

It's been a joy watching the children explore, investigate, and play so creatively outdoors. We

can’t wait to see what new adventures next week brings!
. Questions or Comments?

Please speak to your child’s key person or email Steph at s.venier@lanterns.hants.sch.uk and
your message will be passed on.

Warm regards,
The Butterflies Team
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