Butterflies Class Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you all had a lovely half-term break! Since returning, the Butterflies have been busy exploring the
fascinating theme of light and dark. This topic has sparked so many wonderful conversations—especially
about fireworks, Halloween, and the changing seasons. Some children have even noticed that they’re waking
up when it’s still dark outside!

What We’ve Been Learning

Songs and Stories

] We've sung songs about fireworks, rockets, and space. Inspired by the story Whatever Next, the children
used their imaginations to travel to the moon in cardboard box rockets. It's been amazing to see them bring the
story to life together! The children have all settled in to their new story groups and this is working really well
and is ensuring children access stories and group times which support their learning and are developmentally
appropriate.

4»¢ We also celebrated National Nursery Rhyme Week by singing lots of traditional rhymes, including:
Oranges and Lemons, Two Little Dickie Birds, Round and Round the Garden, This Little Piggy, Jack and Jill,
Pat-a-Cake, Miss Polly Had a Dolly, How Much is That Doggy in the Window, and Row, Row, Row Your Boat.
Children have loved learning new songs and choosing their favourites!

Messy Zone

@® Children have loved using rollers and dabbers to create marks on paper. We’ve explored mixing
ingredients like cornflour and water to make gloop. Colour mixing has been a big interest—watching colours
change when combined, both in paint and in the water tray. This has led to lots of creative talk about making
potions, smoothies, and magical drinks.

Movement Zone
X We introduced Mobilo, and it's been a huge hit! Through building models, children are developing:

Fine motor skills

Problem-solving

Concentration and persistence

Imagination and role play

Early maths skills (sorting, organising, connecting pieces)

Maker Space
%€ Children have enjoyed experimenting with tape, glue, string, and scissors, learning how to join and fix
materials together.

Home Zone

5+ Always a hive of activity! We've made playdough together (recipe attached if you'd like to try at home—it’s
cheaper than buying!). Role play has been thriving, inspired by real-life experiences—trick-or-treating, caring
for pets, visiting doctors, and more. Their imaginations are incredible!

Outdoor Adventures

The weather has been very changeable—lots of rain and puddle-splashing! This week’s frost and ice sparked
curiosity and questions. One child suggested, “If you mix water and ice, it makes ice!”—and we will be
following this line of enquiry with some fun experiments. We’'ll continue exploring these natural interests
as winter approaches.



¢ Supporting Emotional Development

We talk a lot about emotions in nursery, guided by the Primary Behaviour Service Six Strands Curriculum
and PATHS (Promoting Alternative Thinking Skills).

We are proud to be an attachment-aware and trauma-informed nursery, ensuring that every child feels
safe, secure, and supported in their learning journey.

Over the next couple of weeks, we’ll send home information about emotion coaching. We'll also be reading
stories like Colour Monster and Twiggle to help children understand and express feelings.

"4 Important Reminders

e Label all clothing and belongings to help us keep track of items.
e Please ensure your child has everything they need for cold weather. We go outside all year round, and
the garden is open throughout the session.
Suggested items:
o Warm coat
Hat
Gloves or mittens
Scarf
Waterproof boots or wellies
Extra layers if needed

o O O O O

Simple Playdough Recipe
Here’s an easy recipe to make playdough at home:

2 cups plain flour

1 cup salt

1 cup water

1 tbsp oll

A few drops of food colouring

Method:

1. Mix flour and salt in a bowl.

2. Add water, oil, and food colouring.

3. Stir until combined, then knead until smooth.
(If too sticky, add a little more flour.)

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions or ideas, please feel free to getin
touch.

Warm regards,
Liz and the Butterfly Class Team
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