Bumblebee Class Newsletter

A warm welcome

What a lovely week it has been in our Bumblebee room. The children have been full of
curiosity, imagination, and energy, and it has been wonderful to see them growing in
confidence as they explore their nursery world. Thank you for your continued support and for
sharing these special early years with us.

What we’ve been up to this week

+ Magical Potion Making

Our Bumblebees have been busy brewing their own magical potions using tools, colours,
herbs, petals, and natural materials from our garden. This activity is always a favourite, but it
also offers rich learning opportunities:

e Fine-motor development — pouring, scooping, squeezing, and stirring strengthen
hand muscles.

e Early science thinking — children observe changes, test ideas, and notice cause
and effect.

e Language development — describing colours, textures, smells, and “what might
happen next.”

e Creativity and confidence — children make choices, experiment freely, and feel
proud of their creations.

® Planting Sunflower Seeds for Mother’s Day

The children have planted sunflower seeds as a special Mother’s Day surprise. They
carefully filled pots, tucked in their seeds, and watered them gently. This supports:

e Understanding of growth and life cycles
e Developing care and responsibility
e Building patience as they wait for their flowers to grow

We hope these little sunflowers bring a big smile to your home.

V2 Exploring the Garden

With the weather improving, we’ve spent lots of time outdoors. The children have enjoyed:

Hunting for bugs

Collecting natural treasures

Balancing, climbing, and running

Using their senses to explore textures, sounds, and smells



Outdoor play supports physical development, wellbeing, and a deep connection with nature.
¢ Playdough Fun

We made our own playdough this week, and the children loved squashing, rolling, cutting,
and shaping it. Playdough supports:

Fine-motor strength

Hand-eye coordination

Imagination and storytelling

Maths concepts like size, shape, and quantity
Emotional regulation through calming sensory play

Easy Homemade Playdough Recipe:

2 cups flour

1 cup salt

2 tablespoons oil

2 tablespoons cream of tartar
2 cups boiling water

Food colouring (optional)

Mix all ingredients together, knead until smooth, and enjoy!

@ Lunchbox Safety: Choking Hazards & Nut-Free
Reminder

Children aged 2-3 are still developing chewing and swallowing skills, so certain foods can
pose a choking risk. Please avoid packing the following in lunchboxes:

Whole grapes (must be cut lengthways)

Cherry tomatoes (cut in quarters)

Popcorn

Blueberries (cut in half)

Hard sweets

Marshmallows (soft but very sticky and difficult for young children to manage safely)
Sausages or hot dogs (slice lengthways, then chop)

Large chunks of raw carrot or apple (grate or cut into thin sticks)

We are also a nut-free setting, so please ensure your child’s lunchbox does not contain
any nuts or nut-based products. This includes peanut butter, Nutella and cereal bars
containing nuts.

Thank you for helping us keep all children safe during mealtimes.

Thank You



A huge thank you to everyone who attended our Come and Play session this week. It was
wonderful to see the children proudly showing you their nursery environment and sharing
their favourite activities with you.

“ Meet the Team — Week 7: Katie

Hi I am Katie, | am one of the Early Years Practitioners in the Bumblebees
room. I've been working at Lanterns for 13 years, in that time I've been
fortunate to work with great colleagues and amazing children. | love working
with our two year olds, they are so much fun!

I am a mum of three children which takes up most of my spare time, we enjoy
days out often on our bikes, at the country park, crafting and baking!.

Enhancing Our Bumblebee Garden

We are hoping to add some new resources to our outdoor area. If you have any of the
following items at home and no longer need them, we would be so grateful for donations:

Binoculars

Wooden bowls

Wooden spoons
Pebbles

Crocodile clips

Large dice

Small log pieces

Larger logs for sitting on
Herbs or small plants
Planting pots

Your support truly helps us create a rich, inspiring environment for the children.

Wellbeing Tip for Parents

Some days, the washing, the dishes, or the to-do list can wait. Choosing one non-essential
task to let go of can free up time and energy for what matters most—rest, connection, or
simply catching your breath. Giving yourself permission to pause is a small act of self-care
that makes a big difference.

Ending Note

Thank you for another wonderful week with your little Bumblebees. If you need to contact
me, please feel free to email me on c.leighton@lanterns.hants.sch.uk
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