Lanterns Nursery School Accessibility Statement

Reviewed — May 2026

Values

Lanterns Nursery School and Extended Services aims to provide a welcoming community in which each
individual child, parent/carer, member of staff or the governing body and any other school user is valued and
respected:

Whether or not they are disabled or neurodivergent

Whatever their ethnicity, culture, national origin or national status
Whatever their gender and gender identity

Whatever their religious and non-religious affiliation or faith background
Whatever their sexual orientation

Whatever their marital status

Whether they are currently pregnant or have just given birth

Whatever their age

Lanterns Nursery School has a specific role in the inclusion of young children with additional needs and their
families within the Winchester district. We adopt a neuro-affirming approach, recognising that atypical
development is a valid and valued part of human diversity. We provide inclusive nursery education with
involvement from therapy services and supporting families of children with special needs.

Accessibility for all is therefore central to the work of Lanterns Nursery School. This Accessibility Statement
sets out what we currently have in place to ensure that our environment and services are accessible to the
diverse community we serve.

A Warm Welcome

The staff at Lanterns Nursery School provide a warm welcome to all visitors to our school. We think carefully
about the resources we use and the environment we create. Pictures, posters and books used around the
school contain images and illustrations that reflect our diverse community, ensuring that disabled and
neurodivergent individuals see themselves represented positively.

Access to the Physical and Sensory Environment



The Nursery School was built in 2005 specifically to accommodate young children with a range of special
educational needs and disabilities alongside their peers.

° Physical Access: Designed to provide level access throughout the school. Some doors are secure for
safeguarding, but there are clear procedures to support wheelchair users. There are three dedicated
parking bays.

° Facilities: Spacious toilet facilities, adjustable height changing beds, shower, and accessible toilets
for both children and adult visitors.

° Equipment: The nursery is laid out to ensure all areas are accessible to children using wheelchairs or
mobility aids. Specialist equipment (chairs, standing frames) is accessed via therapy services.

. Sensory Access: We recognise that the sensory landscape is as vital as physical access. We
proactively manage lighting, noise levels, and visual clutter. Children have access to a soft play-room and a
sound and light room to support sensory regulation.

° Outdoor Access: Level access to the garden area which includes a sandpit and slide with a wide
ramp. There are harnessed swings and space for large mobility aids. Children are supported by enhanced
adult ratios to ensure they can access the outside curriculum safely and at their own pace.

We work closely with Specialist Advisory Teachers to ensure that specific environmental adjustments (e.g.,
acoustic treatments or visual markers) are implemented to meet individual needs.

Communication for All

Lanterns Nursery School prides itself on the support we provide for diverse ways of communication. We
embrace a total communication approach, valuing all forms of expression including gesture, vocalisation, and
AAC (Augmentative and Alternative Communication).

° Sign Language: Makaton is used with all children. All staff use a core vocabulary of signs to support
communication with children and adult visitors.
° Visual Support: We provide a visually deaf environment where spoken language is always supported

by visuals to reduce cognitive load. This includes:

Visual timetables (symbols/photos).

Objects of reference.

Staff communication lanyards/key rings with key symbols.

Now/Next boards to support transitions.

Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) and supports for Gestalt Language Processors.
Specialist Support: We have a link Speech and Language Therapist and work with Specialist Teacher
Advisors for Visual and Hearing Impairments. Our SENDCo and SENDCo Assistant ensure that neuro-
affirming communication strategies are embedded across the school.

° Home Languages: We access the Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) service
for translation and interpreter support. We value a child’s first language and provide books and resources
that reflect their lived experiences and home culture.
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Access to the Curriculum



Lanterns Nursery School provides inclusive early years education supported by an experienced team and
generous staffing ratios. This allows for high levels of co-regulation, where adults support children to feel safe
and ready to learn.

° Individualised Planning: We move away from managing behaviour and instead look at barriers to
engagement. We use Relational Support Plans and personalised learning plans that focus on a child’s
strengths.

° Differentiated Learning: Activities are planned to be accessible to all. We have a can-do approach to
adjustments, ensuring that no child is excluded from an activity due to their neuro-type or physical
disability.

o Specialist Provision: We offer a small-group, low-arousal environment for children who require a
highly structured, sensory-aware routine. This draws on Attention Autism and TEACCH strategies to build
confidence and independence in a way that respects each child's learning style.

° Group Time: Story groups are matched to language and communication levels, supported by clear
visual cues and Makaton.

Improving the Accessibility of our Nursery School

To ensure we identify barriers, we gather information from admission forms, recruitment information, and
regular audits. We specifically seek feedback on the sensory accessibility of our school.

Monitoring: The Senior Leadership Team and Governing Body monitor the impact of all policies.



