This Week in Butterflies

We've had another busy week in Butterflies, with lots of play, learning and lovely moments together. We have been
missing a few of our team members for various reasons, but the children have been really adaptable and welcoming
towards new staff who have been covering. It has been lovely to see them confidently interacting with different
people.

Y Welcoming New Friends

We welcomed a couple of new children this week and it's been so heart-warming to see how quickly and
enthusiastically they were included. The children have been brilliant at welcoming them into play, showing kindness
and helping them feel part of the group.

Growing, Nature & Caring for Our World

We've continued our learning around growing and nature, following the children’s interests and curiosity about the
world around them. Through play, conversations and stories, children have been thinking about how things grow
and change and how we care for living things.

Next week, we’ll be extending this learning by focusing on kindness and care — being kind to each other, looking

after our friends, being helpful, and taking care of our environment.
We'll be thinking about:

e Our immediate environment, such as looking after toys and resources, tidying up, gardening and taking
pride in our classroom

e The wider world, in a very child-friendly way — talking about our planet, recycling, rubbish, saving water
and how we can all help

Our stories next week will link closely to these themes and help children explore them in a gentle and meaningful

way.

&% Messy Zone, Maker Space & Fine Fingers

The Messy Zone and Maker Space have both been a real hive of activity this week. It's been lovely to see children
deeply involved in their own creations — combining materials, drawing independently, and bringing their ideas to

life. We’ve seen children:

Using scissors, glue and glitter carefully and with purpose

Choosing and combining different materials

Asking for specific resources to add to their work

Showing growing confidence and improved control when cutting and sticking

Children have also really enjoyed using the tiny pegs and pegboards to make colourful patterns. This is brilliant
for developing fine motor skills, helping to strengthen the small muscles in their hands and fingers. These skills
are really important for pre-writing and early writing, as well as everyday independence — like dressing
themselves and using tools confidently.



. How You Can Support Fine Motor Skills at Home

Lots of these skills grow through everyday play — and you don’t need anything fancy! Some simple, fun ideas at

home include:

Helping with tidying up, picking up small toys or Lego

Playing with pegs (washing line pegs are great!)

Drawing, colouring and scribbling just for fun

Snipping paper or magazines with child-safe scissors

Squashing, rolling and poking playdough

Threading pasta, beads or buttons

Everyday jobs like doing up coats, opening packets or helping with cooking (stirring, pouring, sprinkling)

All of these help build hand strength, coordination and control — laying important foundations for writing later on.

* Small World Play

Small world play has been very popular this week. Children have been building homes for dinosaurs and animals,
grouping and sorting figures, and creating their own little worlds. This kind of play supports imagination, language,
problem-solving and lots of lovely shared conversations.

£) Thinking About School (Gently!)

We've started welcoming visits from teachers from local schools, helping children make gentle, positive links with
what’s to come.If you haven'’t yet told us which school your child will be attending, please let us know when you can.

Some families have also asked about connecting with other parents whose children will be going to the same
school — perhaps to arrange playdates over the summer. If this would be helpful for you, please speak to me or
your child’s key person and we’ll do our best to help.

While it's important for children to feel prepared, this time of year can also feel a bit unsettling. Keeping things
familiar and consistent is really reassuring for children, and as September is still a long way off, we don’t want to
worry them too early.

If you're wondering about school readiness, this Hampshire leaflet is really helpful:
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/schoolreadinessleaflet.pdf

&) People Who Help Us

After half term, we’ll be learning about people in our community who help us. If you think you might be able to
come in and chat to the children about your job, we’d love to hear from you — just send me an email
e.marklew@lanterns.hants.sch.uk

Class Photo

We’ll be having another class photo on the 11th June, you will have received an email this week with more

information about it.

Thank you, as always, for your support — we really appreciate it.


https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/schoolreadinessleaflet.pdf
mailto:e.marklew@lanterns.hants.sch.uk

Warm wishes,
Liz and the Butterflies team
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