
Bumblebee Class Newsletter – 8th July 2026 
 
A warm hello to all our Bumblebee families,   

It’s been another very hot week in Bumblebees, and we want to say a huge thank you for 
your support and understanding. We are doing everything we can to keep the children cool, 
comfortable and happy throughout the day, and your help makes a real difference. 

Please continue to ensure your child arrives dressed appropriately for the warm weather and 
comes with sun cream applied, a water bottle, and a sunhat. This helps the session run 
smoothly and keeps everyone safe in the sunshine. 

💦 Keeping Cool 

The children have enjoyed lots of refreshing activities this week, water trays, pouring 
stations, sensory play and, of course, our very popular paddling pool. It has been wonderful 
watching them splash, laugh and explore. 

Why this helps: 

●​ Water play supports sensory regulation, helping children stay calm and focused. 
●​ It encourages physical development through pouring, scooping and splashing. 
●​ It promotes social skills, as children share space and play alongside friends. 

🥔 Potato Harvesting 

A highlight of the week was pulling up our potatoes from the growing area. The children 
loved hunting for them in the soil, comparing sizes and talking about what they might make, 
chips, mash, roasties and even “potato cakes,” according to one imaginative Bumblebee. 

Why this matters: 

●​ Builds early science skills as children observe growth and change. 
●​ Strengthens language development through describing textures, sizes and ideas. 
●​ Encourages healthy curiosity about food and where it comes from. 

🦋 Transition to Butterflies 

The end of the academic year is approaching quickly, and although we will be very sad to 
see so many of our Bumblebees move on, we know they are ready for their next adventure 
in Butterflies. We are incredibly proud of how well they have been doing during their 
transition visits, exploring their new environment, meeting the team and growing in 
confidence each day. 

If you haven’t yet been told who your child’s new key person will be, please speak to a 
member of the Bumblebee team. 

 



💛 A Fond Farewell to Leanne 

On a sad note, we will also be saying goodbye to Leanne, one of our wonderful Early Years 
Practitioners at the end of term. We wish her all the very best in her new venture and are 
deeply grateful for everything she has done for our Bumblebees. She will be truly missed. 

If your child is staying with us in September and is one of Leanne’s key children, you will be 
informed of their new key person this week. 

☕ SOS Workshops 

Our new SOS workshop dates are: 

●​ Tuesday 14th July at 1:30pm 
●​ Wednesday 15th July at 9:00am 

These sessions offer a safe, supportive space to talk about any worries you may have. 
Everyone is welcome, come and enjoy an uninterrupted hot drink and a friendly chat. 

🌞 Ideas for the Summer Holidays 

Here are some simple, development‑friendly ideas perfect for two‑year‑olds: 

●​ Nature treasure hunts — collecting leaves, stones or flowers builds curiosity and 
language. 

●​ Water painting — using water and a brush on fences or patios encourages 
mark‑making without mess. 

●​ Picnic role play — great for imagination and social skills. 
●​ Simple baking — stirring, pouring and sprinkling support motor skills. 
●​ Story baskets — fill a basket with objects from a favourite book to bring stories to 

life. 

These activities are low‑cost, calming and perfect for warm summer days. 

🎉 End‑of‑Year Celebration 
A gentle reminder that our celebration will be held on Tuesday 21st July. 

If you haven’t already, please let me know if you will be attending. It’s a lovely opportunity to 
celebrate a wonderful year with all of the children. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are so proud of every single 
Bumblebee and feel privileged to be part of their early years journey. 

If you would like to get in touch, my email is c.leighton@lanterns.hants.sch.uk 

Warm regards, 

Cora and the Bumblebee Team 
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