
🐝 Bumblebee Class Newsletter 🐝 

Hello and Welcome! 

A very warm hello to our Bumblebee Families, here is an update and a few reminders from me: 

Settling In 

We are incredibly proud of how well all of the children have settled into Bumblebee Class. 
Starting a nursery can be a big step, and it has been lovely to see the children growing in 
confidence, building relationships with staff and peers, and beginning to explore their 
environment with curiosity and enthusiasm. 

We understand that every child settles at their own pace, and we are here to support both 
children and families throughout this important transition. 

Our Key Person Approach 

Each child is assigned a Key Person who helps them feel safe, secure, and valued within the 
setting. Your child's Key Person will build a special relationship with them, support their learning 
and development, observe their progress, and be a familiar adult they can turn to throughout the 
day. The Key Person will also work closely with families to ensure we understand and meet each 
child's individual needs. 

 

Labelling Belongings 

Please can we kindly remind parents and carers to ensure all belongings are clearly labelled, 
including: 

●​ Water bottles 
●​ Lunch boxes 
●​ Coats 
●​ Jumpers and cardigans 
●​ Hats and gloves 
●​ Spare clothing 

Having names on belongings helps us return items quickly and reduces the number of lost items. 



 

Story Groups 

Story time is a very important part of our day and helps to develop children's communication, 
language, attention, listening, and early literacy skills. 

Main Story Group 

Our Main Story Group begins with a special "bucket" session containing exciting and motivating 
toys for the children to watch and observe. The purpose of the bucket is to capture children's 
attention and encourage shared focus in a fun and engaging way. 

Once the children are fully engaged, we move on to a carefully chosen story, often supported by 
props, puppets, and visual resources to help bring the story to life and encourage participation. 

Attention and Listening Group 

Some children benefit from additional support to develop their attention, listening, and 
communication skills. Our Attention and Listening Group is designed specifically for these 
children. 

Within this group we follow the Attention Autism Approach, focusing on Stages 1 to 3: 

Stage 1: The Bucket Children learn to focus their attention on highly motivating and visually 
exciting objects or activities presented by an adult. 

Stage 2: Attention Builder Children watch a short, exciting activity or demonstration designed 
to maintain and extend their attention. 

Stage 3: Interactive Game Children are invited to take part in simple, motivating activities, 
encouraging turn-taking, communication, and engagement. 

These sessions are designed to be fun, highly motivating, and supportive in developing children's 
communication and attention skills. 

If you would like to discuss which group your child attends or if you would like some more 
information then please feel free to reach out! 

 

Healthy Lunchboxes 



If your child brings a packed lunch, please ensure it contains a healthy and balanced selection of 
foods. 

We kindly ask that packed lunches do not contain sweets, chocolate, or confectionery items. 

Please also be mindful of foods that are considered higher choking risks for young children. To 
help keep everyone safe: 

●​ Cut grapes, cherry tomatoes, and similar foods lengthways. 
●​ We do not allow foods which contain nuts. 
●​ Cut food into age-appropriate pieces. 
●​ Ensure food is presented safely for your child's stage of development. 

Thank you for helping us promote healthy eating habits and safe mealtimes. 

 

Family Photos 

We are still missing lots of family photos! 

The children absolutely love spending time looking at family photographs and talking about the 
important people in their lives. These photos help children feel a sense of belonging and support 
conversations about home and family. 

If you have not already sent one in, please do so at your earliest convenience. Printed photos or 
emailed photographs are both welcomed. 

c.leighton@lanterns.hants.sch.uk 

 

Hampshire Healthy Families: 
Two and Beyond 

Hampshire Healthy Families' "Two and Beyond" 
video series supports families with children aged 
2-5 years and focuses on the skills children develop 
on their journey towards starting school, including 
communication, social skills, independence, 
confidence, attention, and wellbeing. The videos 
provide practical ideas and top tips for supporting 
learning and development at home. 



 

Families can access the videos here: 

https://www.hampshirehealthyfamilies.org.uk/two-and-beyond-videos  

We would highly recommend taking a look, as there are some fantastic resources and ideas to 
support your child's learning journey.  

 

Parent Wellbeing 🌿 

Wellbeing Tip!  

The "One Positive Moment" Challenge 

Each evening this week, take a moment to think about or write down one positive thing that 
happened during your day with your child. It could be a cuddle, a funny comment, a new skill, or 
a special moment shared together. 

By the end of the week, you'll have a collection of lovely memories to reflect upon and celebrate. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. We are looking forward to more learning, laughter, and 
lots of exciting experiences in Bumblebee Class! 

Cora and the Bumblebee Team 🐝 
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