=€ Butterflies Newsletter

Week Ending: 30th January

Over the next two weeks in the Butterflies classroom, we will be exploring the wonderful wildlife around
us as we take part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. The children will be learning to spot and name
familiar birds, listen to bird calls, and take part in simple counting activities to help build early observation
skills. We will also enjoy bird-themed crafts, stories, and outdoor exploration to spark their curiosity
about nature. It’s a lovely opportunity for the children to feel connected to the world around them, and

we look forward to sharing their discoveries with you!
Home Zone

To get ready for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, the children have been joyfully busy making their very
own bird cakes! They had great fun scooping, stirring, and mixing all the ingredients, and there was lots of
excitement as we hung their treats on the trees in our garden . Now we are eagerly watching to see which
feathered friends come to visit — a lovely, hands-on way for the children to join in with this national

birdwatching fun!
Messy Zone

In the Messy Zone, the children have been getting creative making their own paper plate birds! They have
loved painting, gluing, and adding colourful feathers to bring their birds to life. This is a lovely, simple

activity you can also enjoy together at home.

Making paper plate birds helps children develop their fine motor skills, creativity, and early design ideas

— all while having lots of fun and expressing themselves through art.
If you'd like to try this at home, here are some easy materials to gather:

e Paper plates

e Child-safe paint or crayons €% &

e Feathers or tissue paper for wings #
e PVA glue or a glue stick &

e Googly eyes (optional) ¢

e Safety scissors 3¢

It’s a simple activity that encourages imagination, builds confidence, and gives children a chance to show off

their creative flair at home too!

Movement Zone



Our Movement Zone has been buzzing with creativity too! Children have been exploring the continuous
provision by choosing their own materials, building towers, roads and imaginative structures. Through
this play, they practise problem-solving, teamwork, and early maths skills as they balance blocks, plan
ideas, and work together. Construction play also sparks brilliant conversations, supports the development
of new vocabulary and helps children make sense of the world around them. We love seeing their

confidence grow as they create, experiment, and have fun! (&
This weeks Stories -

Squirrels- The Dawn chorus, Chicken Licken and Slow dog’s nose.

Hedgehogs- Spike’s Best Nest and Nine ducks nine.

Rabbits- Bird Theme, listening to the sound of bird seed dropping and Bird patterns.
Badgers- Owl Babies.

Foxes- Baby Goz.

Owls- Interactive sensory story of A little Robin’s journey.

The children have also been learning songs about birds, Sing a song of sixpence, Five little ducks, Little
sister bird, Two little dickie birds, Little bird and Early in the morning.

A Little Reminder About Toys in Butterflies

We kindly ask that children do not bring toys from home into the Butterflies classroom. Whilst we know
how special these belongings are, they can sometimes get lost or become damaged, which can be very
upsetting for children & €. Toys from home can also lead to tricky moments if other children want to

play with them, and we want everyone to feel happy and included.
Thank you so much for helping us keep the classroom calm, safe, and joyful for all our Butterflies &
‘ Questions or Comments?

Please speak to your child’s key person or email Steph at s.venier@lanterns.hants.sch.uk and your

message will be passed on.

Warm regards,

The Butterflies Team
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