=¢ Butterflies Newsletter

Week Ending: 13th February
Reflecting on a Wonderful Half Term

We've reached the end of another busy and joyful half term, and the children have enjoyed so
many rich learning experiences. From making their own soup and exploring colours through
ice-cube painting, to preparing their own snacks and spotting birds in the garden, they’ve shown
growing independence and curiosity. They’ve also worked together to build incredible train tracks
and imaginative play towns with the wooden blocks.

It's been a term full of creativity, teamwork, and new discoveries — we’re so proud of everything

they’ve achieved.
Morning Self-Registration in Our Butterfiles Room

Each morning, the children have been growing in confidence as they take part in self-registration
when they arrive. After hanging up their coats, they independently find their name card and place
it on our butterfly registration board. This simple routine helps them begin the day with a sense of
belonging and responsibility.

We’'ve noticed that the children are:

e Recognising their own names and beginning to spot familiar letters

e Taking turns and showing patience as they wait for space at the board

e Building independence, making their own choices as they settle into the room
e Developing confidence in daily routines and transitions

Self-registration also gives them a positive, purposeful start to the morning and encourages
lovely social moments as they greet friends and staff.

It's a joyful routine that sets the tone for a calm, connected day of learning and play. If your child
proudly tells you about “finding my name,” this is what they’re talking about!

(7 Supporting Children’s Feelings

We've also added the Colour Monsters to our walls so the children can show how they’re
feeling each day. They choose their photo and place it on the monster that matches their mood.
This gives them a simple, visual way to express their emotions — and sometimes their colour
monster changes as their day changes too. It's been a lovely tool for helping them talk about
their feelings and for us to support them as needed.

%¢ Enjoying Our Continuous Provision in the Butterflies Room



This half term the children in the Butterflies classroom have been fully embracing the rich
continuous provision available each day. They move confidently between areas, choosing
resources that spark their curiosity and support their growing independence. Whether they are
investigating loose parts, exploring creative materials, engaging in imaginative play, or taking part
in small world and construction activities, the children are showing real enthusiasm and purpose
in their play. It has been wonderful to see them making connections, developing new skills and
using the environment to follow their own ideas. Their joy and engagement show just how much

they value the thoughtful provision designed to help them learn, explore and thrive.
V2 Enjoying the Garden in All Weathers

The children have loved spending time in the garden this half term, whatever the weather brings.
They’ve enjoyed splashing in muddy puddles, rolling down the hill, and riding the trikes
with huge smiles on their faces. The mud kitchen has been especially popular, with the children
mixing, pouring and creating all sorts of imaginative “potions.” They’ve also been watching and
listening for birds, showing great excitement when they spot movement in the trees or hear
different bird calls. It's been wonderful to see them exploring the outdoors with such curiosity,
confidence and joy.

V2 Half-Term Family Activity: Nature Treasure Hunt

Why not enjoy some fresh air together with a Nature Treasure Hunt? It's easy to set up and can
be done on a walk, in the garden, or at the park.

How to do it:

e Take a small bag or basket with you.
e Look for items such as:
o A smooth stone
o A crunchy leaf
o A feather
o A stick longer than your hand
o Something yellow
o Something that makes a sound
e Encourage your child to notice what they see, hear and smell as you explore.
e When you get home, you can make a nature collage or a small display with what
you've collected.

What this supports:
Early language, curiosity, noticing seasonal changes, physical development and lovely shared
time together.

This weeks Story’s -



Squirrels- Rainbow fish and the big blue whale and A book about kindness.
Hedgehogs- P.S | love you and Sharing a shell.

Rabbits- Valentine’s theme, dropping pink tissue paper.

Badgers-Sound Lotto game.

Foxes- Colour Monsters.

Owils- A bird’s journey.

We will also be revisiting The twiggle story and Colour monster stories.

*1 Questions or Comments?

Please speak to your child’s key person or email Steph at s.venier@lanterns.hants.sch.uk and
your message will be passed on.

Have a lovely half term — we look forward to seeing you all soon!

Warm regards,
The Butterflies Team
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